
 

  

FENCING AND BOUNDARY MAINTENANCE GUIDELINES 

The Penola Plantations is located either side of the South Australian and Victorian border 

in the region known as the Green Triangle. Timberlands Pacific (TPPL) manages the pine 

plantations on behalf of the Australia New Zealand Forest Fund (ANZFF) and other 

investors; this is a forestry investment fund, comprising international institutional investors. 

The fund is managed by Sydney based New Forests, an investment management firm 

specialising in sustainable forestry and environmental markets.  

As forest manager, TPPL is responsible for the day to day management of the plantation. 

This includes management of forest operations, boundary maintenance, fire break 

maintenance, neighbour concerns and enquiries and community use.  

FENCES  

All joint boundary fencing must comply with the South Australian Fences Act 1975 and the 

Victorian Fences Act 1968. 

If the boundary fence between your property and the pine plantation is in need of repair or 

replacement, please contact TPPL directly on (08) 8724 2000.  

All fences must be designed in consultation with both land owners, so all fencing needs 

are adequately met, and cost is equally shared. TPPL will not compensate landowners for 

a fence that was erected without consultation. Consultation may be in the form of a 

Fencing Notice, or an email outlining: 

] The intended length and location; 

] The intended design and materials; 

] The name and contact details of the materials supplier and contact details for the 

contractor, or other person, who will be erecting the fence;  

] An estimate of cost of materials and labour (if seeking to have fence erected by a 

third party contractor); and 

] The total dollar sum TPPL is being asked to contribute. 

TPPL will respond within 30 days of being notified by either agreement with proposal, or 

with a counter proposal. A Fencing Notice or TPPL Fencing Agreement must be 

completed prior to construction. 

TPPL is not required to contribute to a new fence if the current fence is in good order and 

is fit for purpose. TPPL will however contribute to an adequate fence where a fence does 

not exist or the existing fence is in need of repair. 

TPPL considers the following stock proof fence specifications as ‘adequate’. Any additions 

to the specification will be at the landowners cost. 

] 6 high tensile galvanised plain wires and one barb wire; 

] Generally green (CCA) or creosote treated pine posts to be 10m apart; 



 

  

] 3 plastic or hardwood droppers to be placed between line posts; and 

] Box assembly to be 2 8 ft strainers and 1 10ft rail 

Damaged fences 

TPPL is obligated to repair fence lines that have been damaged by falling limbs or forestry 

operations. Generally, if trees have been planted too close to a neighbouring property, a 

set back can be implemented at either time of production thinning or at re establishment. If 

your fence has been damaged, contact the Mount Gambier office on (08) 87 242001.  

Please note TPPL is not responsible for the ongoing maintenance of boundary fences; 

this is the sole responsibility of the private land owner. 

BOUNDARY MAINTENANCE 

All boundaries between private property and TPPL managed forest should be at standard 

to permit vehicular access. This is to ensure that there is appropriate fire protection for 

both the property owner and TPPL, that weed control is possible if required, and that the 

boundary location is unambiguous.  

We are a small team, and cannot visit every boundary regularly enough to ensure 

adequate maintenance. If you have an issue along your boundary please contact the 

Mount Gambier office. Staff members are able to visit the site and check specific issues or 

include them in estate wide maintenance programs. Please note you will not be 

compensated if you go ahead and do work on a common boundary without consulting and 

getting approval from TPPL prior to the work commencing.  

Firebreak maintenance 

TPPL has an annual fire break maintenance program. A fire break may vary from 7 

meters to 50+ meters wide and is generally graded, ploughed or sprayed to control 

grasses and woody vegetation. Maintenance of these areas is typically targeted at high 

risk areas, based on past history, terrain, vegetation types and proximity to local 

communities. If you have concerns about fire protection along a TPPL managed forests 

please contact the Mount Gambier office and we will assess your boundary as part of our 

broader fire protection planning. 

Weed control 

TPPL must control, contain or eradicate declared weeds under the South Australian 

Natural Resources Management Act 2004 and the Victorian Catchment and Land 

Protection Act 1994. Declared weeds include many common weeds such as Blackberry 

(Rubus fruticosus), Thistle species, Cape-tulip (Moraea spp.), African feather grass 

(Pennisetum macrourum), Paterson’s curse (Echium plantagineum) and Gorse (Ulex 

europaeus) that will be actively controlled and some less common but highly invasive 

weeds such as pampas grass (Cortaderia species) and ragwort (Senecio jacobaea) that 

will be contained or eradicated. A detailed list of declared species for each state can be 

found at: 

] SA: http://pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds_and_pest_animals 

http://pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds_and_pest_animals


 

  

] VIC: http://www.depi.vic.gov.au/agriculture-and-food/pests-diseases-and-weeds 

If any of these species are encroaching on your property from the plantation please 

contact the Mount Gambier office. TPPL have annual weed control programs across the 

estate and will visit the boundary and assess what can be done.  

Please note that as TPPL has Australian Forest Standard certification and Forest 

Stewardship Council certification and there are restrictions on the types and toxicity of 

chemicals that can be used. Because of this, ongoing control treatment of an area may be 

required where low toxicity, non residual chemicals are unable to eradicate weed species.  

http://www.depi.vic.gov.au/agriculture-and-food/pests-diseases-and-weeds

